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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

PRESS STATEMENT
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema,
has accorded an Official Funeral to the Late Former Cabinet
Minister in the MMD Government, Hon. Edith Zewelani Nawakwi,
who died on Monday, 7t April, 2025, in South Africa.

This is in recognition of the selfless contributions made by the Late
Hon. Nawakwi to the national development of the country, when
she served as a Cabinet Minister from 1993 to 2001.

Hon. Nawakwi served in the Ministries of Energy and Water
Development, Agriculture and Fisheries and Labour and Social
Security. She also served as the first female Minister of Finance and
Economic Development in the country.

Hon. Edith Zewelani Nawakwi, aged 66, died at Garden City
Hospital in Johannesburg, where she was evacuated for specialist
treatment.

Government also wishes to inform members of the public that the
body of the Late Hon. Edith Zewelani Nawakwi will arrive in the
country tomorrow on Thursday, 10" April, 2025 at 12:40 Hours,
at the Kenneth Kaunda International Airport in Lusaka, aboard a
South African Airlines Flight.

The Late Former Cabinet Minister will be put to rest on Friday, 11*
April, 2025 at the Leopards Hill Memorial Park, in Lusaka.
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The Official Funeral Programme for the Late Hon. Edith Zewelani
Nawakwi will commence with the Funeral Church Service at the
Anglican Cathedral of the Holy Cross, at 09:00 hours.

President Hakainde Hichilema has also declared Friday, 11 April,
2025, a Day of National Mourning in honour of the Late Former
Cabinet Minister.

The public is advised that during the period of National Mourning
which will be observed from 06:00 Hours to 18:00 Hours, all
activities of entertainment nature on both radio and television
should be suspended while flags must fly at half-mast.
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